VI.   THE VOYAGE OF  1517
NO. 67.   RICHARD EDEN's NOTE ON THE VOYAGE OF  1517
From A treatyse of the newe India, a translation, of Sebastian Munster's Cosmography, by Richard Eden, London (1553), Preface to the Duke of Northumberland, leaf aa iiij.
Which manlye courage (like unto that which hath ben seen and proved in your grace, aswell hi forene realmes, as also in this oure countrey) yf it had not been wanting in other in these our dayes, at suche time as our soveraigne Lord of noble memorie Kinge Henry the VIII about the same yere of his raygne, furnished & sent forth certen shippes under the governaunce of Sebastian Cabot yet living, and one syr Thomas Perte, whose faynt heart was the cause that that viage toke none effect, yf (I say) such manly courage wherof we have spoken, had not at that tyme bene wanting, it myghte happelye have comen to passe, that that riche treasurye called Perularia (which is now in Spayne in the citie of Civile, and so named, for that in it is kepte the infinite ryches brought thither from the newe found land of Peru) myght long since have bene in the towre of London, to the kinges great honoure and welth of this his realme.
NO. 68. LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION FROM HENRY VIII TO FOREIGN PRINCES ON BEHALF OF THE EXPEDITION OF 1517
From the Public Record Office.
The King to all and singular, Christian Kings, Princes etc., to whom these present Letters shall come, Greeting.
Whereas our beloved and faithful subjects John Rastel, Richard Spicer, and William Howtyng, citizens of our city of London in England, for the accomplishing of certain business of ours and theirs, intend to journey to distant parts of the world, remote from our Kingdom of England,
We ask and conjure all and every of you in manifold ways, honourably and vehemently with all affection of the heart, as far as concerns the said John, Richard, and William, that when they or any of them shall seek to pass through the kingdoms, lordships and territories of yours or any of you or in any place, through respect for us and by the special intervention of our prayers, you will receive them favourably, admitting thena with their servants and all other persons whatsoever conveyed in the ships 01 vessels of any of them, or being under the protection of any of them, with their goods, ships, vessels etc., by land and by sea and by inland waters; and that you will receive them kindly, there to dwell and tarry, either in